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(Your Name)

have read this book
once,
twice,

again and again!

Dear Parents,

Welcome to the Scholastic Reader series. We have taken over 80
years of experience with teachers, parents, and children and put it
into a program that is designed to match your child’s interests
and skills.

Level 1—Short sentences and stories made up of words kids
can sound out using their phonics skills and words that are
important to remember.

Level 2 —Longer sentences and stories with words kids need
to know and new “big” words that they will want to know.

Level 3—From sentences to paragraphs to longer stories, these
books have large “chunks” of texts and are made up of a rich
vocabulary.

Level 4 —First chapter books with more words and fewer
pictures.

It is important that children learn to read well enough to succeed
in school and beyond. Here are ideas for reading this book with
your child:

¢ Look at the book together. Encourage your child to read the
title and make a prediction about the story.

¢ Read the book together. Encourage your child to sound out
words when appropriate. When your child struggles, you can
help by providing the word.

® Encourage your child to retell the story. This is a great way
to check for comprehension.

¢ Have your child take the fluency test on the last page to check

progress.

Scholastic Readers are designed to support your child’s efforts
to learn how to read at every age and every stage. Enjoy
helping your child learn to read and love to read.

—Francie Alexander
Chief Education Officer
Scholastic Education




To Joey
—GM.

For Sophie
—D.N.
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D o0 you know a story about three little pigs?
Of course you do. They built three little houses—out
of straw, sticks, and bricks. Then the Big Bad Wolf
came along and huffed and puffed and blew two
houses down. Only the brick house was strong and
safe. So two of the pigs were eaten and the third pig
lived happily ever after.




In a nearby village, three other little pigs were
ready to seek their fortunes. They kissed their mama
and papa good-bye and went their separate ways.




i : Now, the first little pig met a magic duck.

“Please, duck, can you help me seek my
fortune?” said the pig.

.} And the duck gave the first little pig seven
| magic shapes—two little triangles, one

| medium-sized triangle, two large triangles, a

‘ square, and a parallelogram.

“Use them wisely,” said the duck, and he
walked away.




As the pig went along with his seven
shapes, he grew lonely. After all, at home he
had a brother and a sister pig to talk to and

play with. So he used his magic shapes to make
a cat.
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“This is very wise,” said the pig, “for I will
not be lonely anymore.”

Just then, guess who came by? Big Brad
Wolf! He’s the twin brother of the wolf in the
other three-pig story. Big Brad had run all the
way from the other village, so he was doing a lot
of huffing and puffing. He huffed and he puffed
and he puffed and he huffed. Then he ate up the
little pig, and the cat, too!




The second little pig met a magic rabbit.

“Please, rabbit, can you help me seek my
fortune?” said the pig.

And the rabbit gave the second little pig
seven magic shapes—two little triangles, one
medium-sized triangle, two large triangles, a
square, and a parallelogram.

“Use them wisely,” said the rabbit, and she
hopped away.
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That evening, as it grew dark, the pig grew But it wasn’t wise enough.
frishtened. He used his magic shapes to make a
- candle.

“This is very wise,” said the pig, “for I will Along came the wolf, who huffed and
not be frightened anymore.” ‘ puffed and puffed and huffed and blew the candle
‘ out. And he ate up the pig. '




The third little pig met a magic swan. So the swan gave the third little pig seven

magic shapes—two little triangles, one
“Please, swan, can you help me find my di : ) ; »
fortune?” asked the pig medium-sized triangle, two large triangles, a
; : square, and a parallelogram.




Now, the third little pig thought and |
thought and thought about how to use the |
shapes wisely. She decided to build a safe and |
cozy house. That was a very smart thing to do |
because just then the wolf came—and he was |
still hungry! |

“No, no, not by the hair of my chinny chin
chin,” said the pig.

He saw the pig’s house and said, “Little pig, “Then I'll huff and Ill puff and I'll blow
little pig, let me come in.” your house in,” said the wolf.




Well, he huffed and he puffed and he puffed and So he went away.
he huffed, but he could not blow the house in.




One day, the pig who built a house of The pig who built a house of shapes had an
bricks met the pig who built a house of shapes. idea. She took apart her house and used the seven
They fell in love and were married and they no shapes to build a beautiful sailboat that would

longer needed two houses. take her and her mate on a long honeymoon.




The two pigs had just boarded the boat when
Big Brad Wolf suddenly returned—very angry and
very hungry. So he huffed and he puffed and he
puffed and he huffed. He made a wonderful wind that
kept the boat sailing halfway around the world.
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And the two little pigs lived happily ever after
and had three little pigs of their own — and all of
them were very smart.

e ABOUT THE ACTIVITIES °®

The tangram is an ancient Chinese puzzle that
uses seven pieces cut from a square. These pieces
include two small triangles, one medium-sized
triangle, two large triangles, one square, and one
parallelogram.

Once they're cut, putting the seven pieces back
together to make the square (without looking at
how the square was cut) is surprisingly tricky for
some people. It also can be challenging to arrange
pieces into other common geometric shapes—a
triangle or a rectangle, for example.

But the special charm of the tangram is that its
pieces can be arranged into many delightful
shapes. And while making shapes engages your
child, it also gives them important experience with
geometry. By experimenting with tangram pieces,
children become familiar with how these particular
geometric shapes can be put together and taken
apart to make many other shapes. Children not
only enjoy these explorations, but receive valuable
preparation for learning about polygons, congru-
ence, similarity, angles, area, perimeter, and other
geometric ideas.

The activities that follow suggest some of the
shapes you and your child can make together. Cut
out the tangram pieces on the back cover.
Experiment along with your child, and have fun
doing the math!

— Marilyn Burns

You’ll find tips and suggestions
for guiding the activities whenever

you see a box like this!




Cutting Out the Tangram

The tangram pieces on the back cover fit
together to make a square. Cut out the pieces. Be
careful to cut on the lines. Count to make sure you
have seven pieces.

Find all of the triangles. How many do you have?

The two small triangles are the same size. Put
one on top of the other to check.

There is one medium-sized triangle. Figure out
which one this is. How did you do it?

The two big triangles left are the same size. Put
one on top of the other to check.

You should have one square. The last piece has
a hard name to read. It is called a parallelogram.
Ask an adult for help saying it.

Count to be sure you have all seven pieces.

Set the pieces aside but keep them nearby. You’ll
need them as you look through the book again.

Retelling the Story

How is this story different from the story you
know about the three little pigs?

Opposite the page where the first little pig met a
magic duck, there is a square put togethler with the
tangram pieces. See if you can fit your seven pieces
together to make a square.

This may be too difficult for your child. If
so, then trace the appropriate pieces on a
sheet of blank paper so that your child
can match the actual pieces as with the

square. Use other sheets of paper to trace
around the other shapes to make puzzles
that match the shapes in the book.

Can you use your seven pieces to make the
magic duck? You can'’t place them on the picture in
the book because that duck is too small for your
pieces. Here’s a hint to get you started: The duck’s
head is the medium-sized triangle.
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The first little pig used the magic pieces to make
a cat to play with. Can you make the cat with your
seven pieces?

What did the wolf do to the cat and the pig?



The second little pig met a magic

J Other Tangram Shapes
rabbit. Can you make the rabbit with i

your seven pieces? l There are many, many shapes you can make.
Why did the second little pig use £ Make one of these shapes on a piece of paper

i the magic pieces to make a candle?

— using your seven pieces. Then trace around it to
. | Can you make the candle with your

\
e } make another puzzle. Either trace around each
2 pieces? 1 piece or around the whole shape. Take your pieces
What shape is at the bottom? ‘ off. Now try to put them back on.
What shape is the flame? Do the same for the other shapes.

What did the wolf do to the candle and the pig?

The third little pig met a magic swan. Can you
running man

make the swan with your seven pieces?

The third little pig built a house F—z=mm
with the magic pieces. Can you | &
make the house with your seven
pieces?

What shape is the chimney of
the house?

What happened when the wolf
tried to blow in the house?

Then the third little pig made a Bl N ! '
sailboat. Can you make the sail- i' X
boat with your seven pieces? '

What shapes did you use for the big sail?

What shapes did you use for the small sail? 1 whale bear seal

What shapes did you use for the rest of the
boat?

bridge seven T



Make a Tangram Puzzle

Use your seven pieces to make a shape that you
like on a piece of blank paper. Be sure to place
pieces so there is no overlapping. Think of a name
for your shape and write it on the paper.

Have someone trace around each piece or have
someone hold each piece in place as you trace
around it.

Take off your pieces. Now try to put them back
on your puzzle.

Make other puzzles.

A harder puzzle: Instead of tracing around
each piece, trace around the whole shape.

Then take off your pieces and try to put
them back again so that they fit inside
your outline.

Which Piece Is Missing?

This is a game for two people.

One of you builds a shape using all seven pieces.

Remember, no overlapping.
Then the other player covers his or her eyes or

turns around so that he or she can’t see the shape.

The first player takes away one piece without
moving the other six pieces.

The other player then looks and says the name
of the missing piece.

Take turns.

Cut Out Your Own Tangram Shapes!

9

>< Carefully cut along the lines to create 7
tangram pieces. Have fun using them to do the
activities at the back of this book!
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|| Use your tangrams
\ to help the pigs beat
the big bad wolf!

Join the SCHOLASTIC READING CIRCLE—
children will love to read together, read with
assistance, and read alone!

@ Vocabulary and sentence length for beginning readers
@ Longer stories with paragraphs

"!;;!l) First chapter books for advanced beginners
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